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When South Carolina seceded from the
Union on December 20, 1860, Pettigrew was
elected colonel of the 1st South Carolina Rifles.

After the fall of Fort Sumter on April 13, 1861,
he enlisted in Hampton’s Legion, then served as
colonel of the 22nd North Carolina Infantry.

Wounded and captured at Seven Pines during the

Peninsula Campaign in Virginia, Pettigrew was
exchanged in August 1862 and assumed com-
mand of a brigade, serving in eastern Virginia
and North Carolina. He and his brigade joined
the Army of Northern Virginia in June 1863 and
fought in one of the most celebrated episodes of

Gen. Rohert E. Lee, July 17, 1863

the war at Gettysburg. Pettigrew commanded a
division in “Pickett’s Charge"” and led his men to
the stone wall (“High Water Mark”) on Cemetery
Ridge, where he was wounded in the hand before
ordering the soldiers to withdraw to Seminary
Ridge. On July 14, as the Confederate army
retreated across the Potomae River into Virginia,
he fell, mortally wounded in a rear guard engage-
ment at Falling Waters. He died on the Virginia
side three days later. On October 29, 1867, his
remains were interred in the family cemetery

here. The house burned in the 1860s.

Trails sign located east of Somerset near the Pettigrew grave site in Pettigrew State Park, 7 miles south
of Creswell — Confederate Gen. James Johnson Pettigrew was born and is buried here on one of his
family’s plantations. He was wounded while leading his division during Pickett’s/Pettigrew’s Charge at

Gettysburg and again, mortally, during the Confederate retreat from that battlefield a few days later.




